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The ‘Catalyst Conversion Roadshow’ - 12th June 2021 10.00 am
to 12 Midday

In July 2020 Mandy Bayton was appointed as Evangelism
Enablement Officer for the Diocese and at the beginning of
April, was also appointed Bishop’s Officer for Evangelism
and Outreach.

On the 12th June she will be coming ‘virtually’ to the
Gower Ministry Area to talk about her role and the
Diocesan Bid to the Evangelism Fund set up by the
Representative Body 

What is evangelism?  It comes from the Greek word for
gospel, euangelion – the telling of a message of great
importance. Evangelism is telling others about the
important message about the Lord Jesus Christ - who He is
and what He has done for us.

I appreciate that evangelism isn’t easy for many of us. To be honest, it’s not something that 
sits very comfortably with me. I am passionate about it but I don’t find it easy to do.

Some may think that evangelism is the Vicar’s job. Others may be intimidated by the thought 
of talking about their faith and some of us have very likely been put off because the word 
‘evangelical’ has been hijacked by some pretty extreme groups.

Mandy hopes to allay some of those concerns and show that we have opportunities to work 
together to discover natural and comfortable ways to have good news conversations.

Evangelism doesn’t always have to be preached from a pulpit, we just need to have the 
confidence in what we believe and be able to talk about who Jesus is and what He has done 
for us.

When we become Christians, we are saved - born again, whatever phrase we prefer to use, a 
miracle happens. When we make Jesus, Lord and Saviour of our lives we become united with
Him and His Holy Spirit comes to dwell in us, His life enters us.

As a working-out of that life changing experience, we are called to evangelism. It is part of 
the ‘Great Commission’ Jesus urged us to take up in the Gospel of Matthew chapter 28: “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore, go and make disciples of 
all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely, I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age.”  

That call on our lives is fundamental to each of us who are ourselves disciples, and it is an 
outward display of our faith to share the good news with others so we can encourage and 
enable them to become disciples themselves.
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Over the past few years there have been numerous books, sermons and talks encouraging us 
to move out from our Sunday meetings and our holy huddles and “incarnate”, immerse 
ourselves in our communities and with the people we are trying to reach. The reality is that if 
we do not encourage new believers then the future of the church as we know it is bleak.

The ‘great commission’, the call on our lives is to draw someone to conversion, because, as 
the Bishop of Burnley said, “to draw someone to conversion is to awaken them to their divine
potential, to help them discover the presence of God in their lives so that they can 
acknowledge their true purpose, their true identity, their true vocation and thereby be saved.” 

We are encouraged to carry Jesus’ life into our neighbourhoods by living lives that make God
real, tangible and recognisable. We are also encouraged to be able to give a reason for 
choosing to live like that, so that those we are serving, loving, in relationship with, living and 
working alongside, are drawn to and attracted to the God we love and serve. 

The roadshow will provide an opportunity to talk together about evangelism and outreach in 
our different settings.  Mandy will share with you how she can be a resource to us and to our 
churches. She wants to encourage people to pray and dream about how we can tell people the 
good news, and to discuss what our Churches could look like as new people join.

I’m also delighted to say that Tim Hollingdale, Ministry Area Development Officer and our 
four ‘Children, Youth & Family Officers’: Rachel Bunting, Clare Morgan, Sian Parkhouse 
and Sian Smith will be providing an update via video on the work they are doing. Ministry 
Areas, and ‘Children, youth and family’ work has a synergy with outreach and evangelism 
that plays a vital part in growing healthy, thriving churches of committed Christians.

Mandy will share an update about our ‘Diocesan Bid’ to the Provincial Evangelism Fund and 
the project, ‘Catalyst’, which we hope to finance. The dictionary defines catalyst as ‘a person 
or thing that precipitates an event or something that causes a reaction’. We are hoping and 
praying that Catalyst will cause a reaction throughout the Diocese that results in our friends, 
families, neighbours, colleagues, and anyone else we meet, hearing the good news and 
responding to it.

Please join Mandy and myself on the 12th June roadshow which will be on Zoom and details 
of the link will be circulated in advance via the Clergy, and let’s discover together how we 
can be catalysts in helping our neighbourhoods encounter the Lord Jesus Christ.

DO JOIN US FOR THIS IMPORTANT MEETING

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89804725971?
pwd=Z00rZXVTRTh5bWZxc0pnblpyaW1Rdz09

Meeting ID: 898 0472 5971

Passcode: 339314

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89804725971?pwd=Z00rZXVTRTh5bWZxc0pnblpyaW1Rdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89804725971?pwd=Z00rZXVTRTh5bWZxc0pnblpyaW1Rdz09

