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Objectives and Constitution
The Parish of Three Cliffs, which comprises of the grouping of Ilston,
Pennard and Penmaen with Nicholaston and Bishopston is part of the
Diocese of Swansea and Brecon within the Church of Wales. The Church
in Wales is a Province within the Anglican Communion and, as such,
exists to advance the Christian religion through worldwide mission. The
object of the Parochial Church Council (P.C.C.) is to help this mission
both locally and more widely. The
P.C.C. is not a body corporate – its composition, procedure and powers
are regulated by the Constitution of the Church in Wales amended from
time to time by its Governing Body (G.B.) and set up under Section 13(1)
under the Welsh Act 1914. Elections are thheld at the Annual Vestry
Meeting must take place on or before 30 April. All persons on the
Electoral Roll are entitled to vote and stand for election. Before assuming
office every member of the Council must sign a declaration, he/she will
be bound by the Constitution.
The Representative Body of the Church in Wales (R.B.) holds the land
and property of the Church in Wales including the buildings of St Mary’s,
St Illtyd’s, St. John’s and St. Nicholas’, their contents and their
churchyards. The R.B. is an exempt charity set up under Section 13 of the
Welsh Act 1914. It acts on behalf of the Province in paying stipends of
full-time clergy.
The P.C.C. is responsible inter alia for promoting the mission of the
Church, the parochial budget and all expenditure thereunder, the care
and maintenance of the church fabric, the churchyard and any other
matter referred to it in accordance with the Constitution. The Council is
also the normal channel of communication between the parishioners
and the Bishop of the Diocese.
It is the responsibility of the P.C.C. and the incumbent to work together
in all matters of concern and importance to the parish for the promotion
of the mission of the Church pastoral, evangelical, social and ecumenical
in the Parish.
The principal function of the P.C.C. is ‘Promoting in the parish the whole
mission of the Church pastoral, evangelical, social and ecumenical.
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Vicars Reflection on the year 2021
To begin with I quote the end of my Vicars letter in the 2020 Annual
report….
PS . May the report for 2021 in twelve months time show that we have
moved on and despite the challenges we have indeed been blessed and
have blessed others,
Its nearly two years since we as church entered Lockdown and all that has
taken place since, opening, closing, lockdown, regulations and so on. We have
found ourselves in some strange places in the last twelve months as we have
switched between social distancing rules, singing rules and so many other
things that we have had to work with to make our church services as ‘normal’
as possible. We have met in person and we have met by ZOOM, we have
watched services on Youtube and we have gathered outdoors. We have
attempted in so many ways to bring the family of God together and I feel that
with all your hard work, perseverance and understanding we have in part
managed to do this.
Things may not be ‘normal’ as yet but we are getting there and we will
continue to ensure that those who worship with us do so in a safe
environment but one that enables people to engage with God in a rich and
meaningful way.
Of course, there are still many challenges that we must face and whilst many
have returned to regular worship. I know there are those who are still hesitant
and those who are unwell. However, I am aware also that this coming year is
one to make plans for the future. To look at our buildings and what we have to
do to them, to look to our church finances and see how we can best fund the
mission and ministry of the church now and in the future. However,
paramount to all of this is how we look outward into the world and not inward
at the challenges that the church faces now and has always faced throughout
its history.

Now is a time for us to be truly people of prayer and a people that are Goddependent and not so self dependent. To lean on..no to cling to Him in daily
prayer and ask that we can indeed over come the troubles of this present age
so that we can build the Kingdom of God in this place for ourselves and the
generations that will follow.
The Lords prayer concludes with these will know words
They Kingdom Come, Thy Will be done, On Earth as it is in Heaven.
Let us build that Kingdom and pray daily for a vision and a will to do this in
God’s strength and not in ours alone.
Andrea and myself want to thank you once again for all you have done
and being such an open and willing people to do the things we have
done, are doing and will do. Your support and friendship means so
much to us as much today as it has done throughout the eleven years it
has been our privilege to be with you.
Blessings.
Peter

Annual Report for 2021
Curates Report
During the last year we were in and out of lockdowns and various restrictions, but
we were able to return to in-person worship in our Churches and to some limited
home visits and home communions. As we have moved into 2022 things are
beginning to feel more normal and we are hopeful that this will continue. Despite
the need for masks, booking systems, attendance lists and hand sanitization, it felt
wonderful to have people back in the Churches and be able to talk with them, as the
ministry team had spent many months recording services with no congregation in
place.
As you know Sue was Ordained as a Priest in June 2021 and although only a few
people were able to be present at the Cathedral she was very grateful for your
support, love and prayers and for the beautiful green and white chasubles that you
bought for her. Hopefully you have been able to see her wearing them during the
second half of the year.

It is good to be part of a ministry team and we are grateful to Peter for his leadership
and support over the last year. We are also grateful to Dave, our Lay Reader, and all
the Local Worship Leaders who work as part of the team. We would like to thank all
of you who have supported and encouraged us, shared joys, sadness, and hope for
the future as the Body of Christ in this place.
Rev Nigel King & Rev Sue Waite

The Gower Ministry Area Magazine
Amazingly the ministry area magazine goes back a hundred and twenty years to the
end of the nineteenth century. The March edition in 2022 was issue number 1,462.
Today the magazine has never been stronger. Its financial position is such that we
have been able to contribute funds, from the magazine reserve, to help with Parish
Share.
The magazine is designed to bring all of us in Gower together. It tells us about the
other congregations here. Each issue has a ‘theme’ chosen by somebody different
each month. The various subscribers write about what has been going on in their
own churches but they weave into their reports what the theme means to them
personally. It is fascinating to see the different styles; and the different ideas.
We have many talented people in Gower. We have poets and painters. We have
historians and story tellers. We have gifted cooks and we have prayerful people with
the skill to share their prayers with the rest of us. The magazine has become a place
for all these talents. People submit articles about Gower history and about what
they, themselves, remember from the past. They have written about what they are
planning for the future and, indeed, about what they believe.
All of this has been achieved by a team of people. We owe a huge debt to Jim
Harcourt who rescued us when we were in dire financial straits a couple of years ago
and still subsidises printing. We owe a lot to Roger Button put us in touch with Jim at
the beginning and has supported us ever since with his energy and enthusiasm. We
owe a lot to John Moses for his unfailing wisdom and encouragement. And we owe a
lot to Frances Owen-John who looks after the financial side of the magazine.

Nigel King
Website
How many of you have looked at the Gower MA Website that is kept up to date by
Mr Peter Townsend.
Gowerma.org
It has tall the up to date information on everything happening across Gower

Lay Worship Leaders
Looking back over the year, since April 2021, the churches have either not been open or,
since the Autumn, open but with fewer services being held. With that in mind the Lay
Worship Leaders’ team of Jinny Gilmour, Darran Hickery, Carolyn Kirby, Catherine Thomas,
Katharine Wilson and myself were used sparingly. Towards the end of 2021, Peter, our
Vicar, made the decision that the clergy members of the Ministry Team should only be at
one church per Sunday - not to allow them free time but to enable them to spend time
with the congregation rather than arriving or leaving in a hurry.
Since re-organisation of the services, we have been able to assist where required - in pairs,
singly or assisting the clergy. We are delighted to be part of a “working” team and know
that our being available ensures more services in the Benefice. Wherever we go we are

made very welcome and the words of appreciation, I can assure you, do not fall on deaf
ears.
Thank you.
During Lockdown, on-line Evening Prayers were instituted and these have proved invaluable
to people and not just those from our Benefice. All the Ministry Team take part in
preparing a week of prayers and these are presented in different ways and, although called
Evening Prayers they can be viewed during the day. Two or three of us have also
contributed to the weekly on-line Zoom service which has now been discontinued with
the advent of more church services along with the weekly Eucharist Service at The
Lamplighter.
Now we look forward to a year when, as Lay Worship Leaders, we continue to serve the
Benefice as part of the Ministry Team.
Eileen Thompson

Reports from the Benefice of Three Cliffs
Secretary’s Report Darren Hickery
I have now been in the role of Benefice Secretary for a year and I must say the year
has gone quickly. We have held five Benefice meetings. The ones in June, September,
November and January were held via Zoom but it was great to hold the March
meeting in person at the Glebe Hall. This last year has been a challenge with the
continual changes that covid presented but it is wonderful that we can now all
worship together once more. At our January Meeting it was great to receive the
news that the future of the Lamplighter was now secure as the new owners were
prepared to continue with the present arrangement. As a point of focus as a
Benefice we are really looking forward to the Gower Pilgrimage this September and
plans are being made to play our part.

Report on Prayer Circle Rev Hilary Evans
A group of people have continued faithfully to pray for those who have asked for
prayer. It is not easy to stay with someone for long periods but this group have done
so. They have supported people with cancer, anorexia, accidents, mental illness,
other illnesses and also those who have come to the end of their life. God has
listened and there has been healing for a number of people and others have felt
supported while they go through hospital treatment. Prayer is known to aid recovery
form operations.
Report on Gwasanaeth Cymraeg. Rev Hilary Evans
The Welsh service meets at St Teilo’s on the second Wednesday of the month at St
Teilo’s church at 10am. We are fortunate to have Alun Tregelles Williams to play the
organ as singing Welsh hymns is a very important part of our worship. This service is
valued by on average 15 people who attend but is also supported and valued by

those through Covid restrictions have not attended. We tried to live stream to the
housebound but it was not successful. We thank the wardens at St Teilo’s for their
care. I believe that his is now an integral part of the mission of Gower.
Mae’r Gwasanaeth Cymraeg yn cyfarfod yn Teilo Sant ar ail ddydd Mercher y mis yn
eglwys Teilo Sant am 10yb. Rydym yn ffodus i gael Alun Tregelles Williams i ganu’r
organ gan fod canu emynau Cymraeg yn rhan bwysig iawn o’n haddoliad. Mae’r
gwasanaeth hwn yn cael ei werthfawrogi gan 15 o bobl ar gyfartaledd sy’n mynychu
ond mae hefyd yn cael ei gefnogi a’i werthfawrogi gan y rhai nad ydynt wedi
mynychu oherwydd cyfyngiadau Cofid. Ceisiom ffrydio byw i'r rhai sy'n gaeth i'r tŷ
ond ni fu'n llwyddiannus. Diolchwn i wardeniaid Teilo Sant am eu gofal. Dw i’n credu
ei fod e'n rhan annatod o genhadaeth Gŵyr.
St Illtyd’s Church, Ilston
Churchwardens’ and Secretary’s Annual Report 2021
Although the first half of 2021 saw the church still closed, we have continued with
the now established tradition of decorating the porch, handrail and bridge for all to
see that the spirit of Christianity is still celebrated in Ilston. Easter decorations were
splendid and we were happy when the gradual relaxation of Covid restrictions
allowed services to be restarted in June. Since September our loyal congregation has
had the pleasure of singing favourite hymns ( while wearing a mask) at the two
services a month. Social distancing and booking of seats has been readily accepted
and the usual rotas for reading, flower arranging and cleaning have been announced.
Closure of the church building does not help with the continuing effects of damp,
and the adoption of passive ventilation has reduced some of the moisture problems
especially in the vestry where some vestments, altar cloths and many of the
important files are stored. Unfortunately some of the woodwork has succumbed to
wet rot but this has been dealt with. Active woodworm in some areas necessitated
the removal of chairs but the pews seem unaffected. There is no doubt that using the
church for services once more has helped slow down the deterioration expected in
such an old building.

Church members continue to keep in touch with each other and give support during
difficult times. We were pleased to learn of the safe arrival of the first grandchild to
the Jones family and a fourth grandchild to the Kingham family, relieved with the
news of Robin Kirby’s return home after a long Covid related stay in hospital and
happy that Maggie Harries’ surgery has been successful. Everyone was saddened to
hear of the death of Eileen Parsons at the end of December. She and Gordon were
most devoted members of the congregation and she will be greatly missed.
It seems very strange to look back on the Christmas of 2020 when there was no
Christmas Day service and we now feel able to look forward to a year of gradual
return to those activities which are so much part of church life. We are already
receiving wedding bookings and considering how to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee.
We are most grateful to the Benefice team of ordained priests and Lay Worship
Leaders who have been involved not only in planning and leading services but also in
an increasing diversity of administrative duties. Our thanks, as always, go to all
members of the congregation who contribute in so many ways and we look forward
to enjoying this Christian fellowship for another year.
Merlin Kingham, Carolyn Kirby February 2022
TREASURER’S REPORT 2021
The year 2021 has ended with a gain of £1152 across both accounts.
I think that this was an encouraging result considering the Covid restrictions over the
last 2 years.
The General Account made a gain of £2511. This was mainly due to receiving rebates
on our Parish Share payments. We received a rebate of £2719 for 2020 and £1039
for 2021 making a total of £3758 overall.

In April of 2020 we applied for a grant of £1000 (the maximum allowed) from the
Swansea Welsh Church Act Fund to offset the remainder of the cost of the new porch
gates and handrail purchased in 2019 and eventually received the grant in July of last
year.
We received a legacy payment of £1000 from the estate of Mrs. Marjorie
Strawbridge, and several smaller donations were also received totalling £410.
Our loyal congregation have also kept us going by their regular planned giving via the
brown envelopes and many are now paying online either by Standing Orders or
Direct Credit payments, so many thanks go out to them for their continuing support.
----------------The Churchyard Account made a loss of £1359 due to there being little income in the
last year (only 1 interment of ashes) and the cost of mowing and strimming the
churchyard and of having some of the lower branches removed from the large yew
tree. However the account still has quite a healthy balance of £6969.
ST. ILLTYD’S, ILSTON, RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS ACCOUNT, YEAR ENDING 31ST DEC.
2021.
UNRESTRICTED

RECEIPTS
Planned giving
Loose collections
Donations
Legacies
Mission
Tax refunds
VAT
Grants
Money raising
Fees
Investment income
Other income
Total receipts
PAYMENTS

RESTRICTED
TOTAL 2021
CHURCHYARD

7322
395
446
1000
324
1742

7322
395
446
1000
324
1742

1000

1000

183
4
3768
16184

183
183

366
4
3768
16367

TOTAL 2020

6987
118
445
163
2229

1372
279
180
11773

Parish Share
Clergy expenses
Other
Maint. of services
Parish expenses
Maint. of church
Exceptional expend.
Mission parish
Mission home/world
Cost of fundraising
Other
Total payments
Surplus/deficit
Transfer bet. funds
Surplus/deficit

CURRENT ASSETS
Current account as at end of
2021
NS&I

11543
540
38
119
815

22
1520

204
150

11543
540

11547
825

60
119
2335

197
3125

204
150

264
416

264
13673

1542

264
15215

30
16404

+2511

-1359

+1152

-4631

+2511

-1359

+1152

-4631

5914

6969

12883

11735

39073

39069

50804

39073

War stock
TOTAL

44987

6969

51956

BALANCES AS AT 31ST DECEMBER 2021
Opening balance 2020
42476

8328

50804

Surplus/Deficit 2021

+2511

-1359

+1152

Closing balance 2021

44987

6969

51956

I certify that the above account represents fairly the finances of St Illtyd's Church, Ilston.

Signed……………………………………………….. Date…………………………………….G H
Parsons FCCA, CPFA

St Mary’s Pennard Wardens’ and Secretary’s Report Catherine Thomas
In the early months of 2021 worship continued on YouTube and
Zoom. Peter ensured that church members without access to
the Internet continued to feel included. Meetings of Three Cliffs
PCC took place regularly via Zoom. There were no Easter
services in St Mary’s. On-line worship was available and some
people attended the Easter Day service at St Teilo’s.
In spring 2021 we had the church cleaned by professional
cleaners. May saw our first service in church for 14 months and
our first wedding. We were able to hold baptisms and funerals
again.
By September Three Cliffs Mothers Union was able to meet in
church once more and Harvest Thanksgiving with singing was
held in the churchyard. In November we gathered at the war
memorial for Remembrance Sunday observances followed by a
service in church. Also in November St Mary’s Church council
met via Zoom.
Carols on the Cliffs took place on 8th December. All the much
loved, traditional Christmas services took place in church and
were greatly appreciated by the congregations. Numbers were
limited by social distancing requirements.
Sadly 2021 saw the deaths of too many faithful members and
friends of St Mary’s to name here. They included hardworking
members of the PCC and subCommittees.

100 Club, managed by Jane Evans, is a significant fund raiser.
Parishioners continue to give generously to the Food Bank at St
Thomas Church where our donations are delivered regularly by
John and Mary Gibbons and Ailsa Howell. Our congregation also
donated generously to Faith in Families. Only essential
maintenance work took place in 2021. This included major
electrical work. Everything else was delayed by the pandemic.
We now look forward to the recommencement of our building
project following the granting of a faculty in February 2022.
ST.MARY’S PENNARD. TREASURER’S REPORT.
As can be seen, the Accounts at the end of 2021 show a Deficit
of -£4,236.
The main deficit was smaller than the previous year, as things
started to open up in 2021, the Loose Collections and Fundraising increased slightly, Loose change nearly 50% up.
Payments into the Church Funds Standing Orders, Direct
Debits and other Direct Transfers into our Bank Account

increased slightly. Legacy’s and other donations fell
dramatically in 2021, but were counteracted by a large
increase in Refunds and Tax refunds which was considerably
greater than 2020. Even though our Income overall was slightly
up on 2020, our Expenditure was also lower than expected. So
the overall picture was not quite as bad as first thought, but it
is still an uncomfortable Deficit. Our thanks are extended to
everyone who has kept funds coming into the Church during
this difficult period.
The Current Bank Balance and Total Assets are now in a Credit
of + £126,759.
As far as the 2022 Budget is concerned, the Parish share is
down by approximately £10400, even at this reduced level the
Planned Giving does not cover the Parish Share. A sum of
£20,000 has been tentatively included for Property
Maintenance. The cost of this is yet to be finalised and this
figure may have to be adjusted during the year depending on
progress of Improvement Works & Repairs and whether Grant
Funding becomes available. If all the money is spent, then this
will leave us with an Overall Deficit of -£9302.
It is hoped that the Church will be back to normal as soon as
possible with the easing of the pandemic restrictions.
Our thanks are given to John Gibbons, who has again this year
been responsible for the Collections and Banking, as well as
other work.
Ronald Dolbear is also given our thanks for once again auditing
the Accounts.
Bill Nicholas.

and Ian Colloff

ST.MARY’S PENNARD. TREASURER’S REPORT.

ST.MARY’S PENNARD.
BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31st DECEMBER 2021 (£)
Current Assets

Non
Restricted

Current Acc
Deposit Acc
Virgin Money Acc
Com Inv Fund
TOTAL
Debtors
Creditors
TOTAL ASS’TS

52,996.14
628.32

Source

INCOME
Planned Giving
Loose
Collection
Donations /
Grants
Mission
Fund Raising
Fees
Refunds.,Tax
Interest
Other
TOTAL

Legacy

Restricte
d Church
yard
2,268.05

70,853.03
13.26
53,637.72
0.00
0.00
53,638.00

70,853.03
0.00
0.00
70,853.00

2,268.05
0.00
0.00
2,268.00

Total
2021

Total
2020

55,264
628
70,853
13
126,759
0
0
126,759

59,595
628
70,759
13
130,995
0
0
130,995

ST.MARY’S PENNARD.
ACCOUNTS AS AT 31st DECEMBER 2021 (£)
Non
Legacy
Restricte
Total
Restricted
d Church
2021
yard

Total
2020

Budget

29,413.42
1,497.79

29,414
1,498

28,795
1,070

30,000
3,000

4,124.35

4,124

20,325

4,000

2,120.21
1,466.95
3,177.00

2,120
1,467
3,528

1,207
1,299
2,634

3,000
2,000
4,000

22,349

7,721

7,500

93.95

94

348

300

93.95

0
64,594

150
63,549

0
53,800

351.00

22,349.23
0.11
0.00
64,149.06

351.00

EXPENSES
Parish Share
Clergy
Expenses
Maint of
Property
Maint of
Services
Parish Expenses
Mission - Parish
Mission - Other
Fund Raising
Costs
Gifts / Expenses
Charges
Capital
TOTAL

50.00
0.00
0.00
68,010.03

0.00

0.00

MOVEMENT

-3,860.97

93.95

48,209.96
2,627.48

48,210
2,627

48,225
3,362

37,802
550

10,639

15,387

20,000

462.99

463

240

500

883.64
4,044.00
1,313.21
600.00

884
4,044
1,313
600

1,162
1,196
325
600

150
2,000
1,500
600

820.00

50
0
0
68,830

150
0
0
70,647

0
0
0
63,102

-469.00

-4,236

-7,098

-9,302

9,818.75

820.00

Giving by Direct Debit has worked so well for all churches during
the Lockdown period and throughout the last two years. It is
ensuring that month by month your treasurer can pay the bills to
ensure the churches ministry and mission. Giving weekly on the
plate has been likened to ‘Pay As You Go’ Giving Monthly is easier
as it allows for the treasures to managed the churches
budgets..please do consider this and speak to one of your
treasurers or wardens in ALL CHURCHES

PENNARD MEN’S SOCIETY ANNUAL REPORT
Whilst I would like to be able to tell you of a fun packed active year unfortunately like
so many organisations we were extremely limited as to what could be undertaken
because of the ongoing pandemic. Throughout the year we continued to keep in
contact with members either by, telephone calls, emails and some limited personal
contact. As the year progressed, and with the easing of some restrictions, we did
meet collectively initially at an outdoor gathering and then socially distanced in the
Main Parish Hall during the afternoon on the first Thursdays in the month. Speakers
have now been arranged up until June. Prior to June a decision will be made as to
whether or not to revert to Tuesday evenings in the Small Hall. We have also in
recent times been meeting informally for a monthly “Fish & Chip Lunch” at the Golf
Club. With the easing of lockdown we were pleased to be able to resume our Annual
Carol Service in the Church and we were grateful to Canon Peter for leading us in a
thoughtful service. A suitable adaptation of the short sketch “MacFryit” was
performed to the amusement of all present.. Following the service we had our
Christmas Lunch at the Golf Club.
Mindful that like most organisations there is an aging membership a leaflet campaign
was launched targeting different parts of the locality as well as displaying details on
public notice boards. The lack of any response was disappointing. Ideally an injection
of some “younger blood” would be welcomed and the timing of meetings further
considered.
During this past year three long standing and respected members have passed away
– Hugh Lewis, Colin Evans and Ken Sullivan – all of whom contributed greatly to the
local community. We remember them and their families with thanksgiving and
gratitude.
We must not lose sight of how fortunate we are living in such a beautiful area with a
supportive community when so many have to survive in overcrowded situations. Let
us be thankful for and count our blessings for our lives and those who support us.
Lyndon Morris Chair

St John the Baptist, Penmaen with St. Nicholas, Nicholaston
Warden & Secretary’s report.
David Harry & Gilda Jones & Frances Owen-John
This year we had to wait until Easter Sunday to be able to worship in our churches
again and it was fitting to be there on such a special day. The year has again been
disruptive and we all long to get back to normal life.
Thanks to Canon Peter and his fellow clergy and lay readers our pattern of services in
St John’s and St Nicholas has returned to normal. Hopefully we can begin to think of
holding some fundraising events again, and try and get our finances back in better
shape.
We are in the unfortunate situation of the same congregation having to support and
have the upkeep of two church buildings. St Nicholas having been rebuilt in the late
19th century is not so demanding as St John the Baptist which is much older.
The work we had planned for St John’s is on hold until such time that we can fund
raise again, but the faculty has been granted. In October part of the ceiling collapsed
in the rear of the nave. The cause, storm damage to a roof capping and slates
fortunately was covered by our insurance but we still had to find the first £500.
It is sad that we have to spend so much time considering the financial implications of
keeping our churches open instead of using our time and energy to join with others
to praise and spread the word of our Lord. We look forward to welcoming our fellow
Benefice members back to our churches again.
A wedding took place in Penmaen Church in August and it is also encouraging that
we currently have three weddings planned for St John’s and two for St Nicholas for
this coming year.

In November ashes of Tessa Fitzgerald were interred in the graveyard at Nicholaston.
The gate from the field to the west of Nicholaston Church has become unusable and
Thomas Methuen Campbell has kindly agreed to replace it.
Again, a big” thank you” is due to David Harry who keeps both churches in good
order and to all who help with cleaning and doing the flowers during the year.
We are very grateful to Peter Brooks , Nigel King, Sue Waite, the lay readers and
Hilary Evans for keeping the services going.

St John the
Baptist, Penmaen with St. Nicholas, Nicholaston
Treasurer’s report

Frances Owen-John

Another rather strange year! I am again very grateful to everyone for continuing to
contribute to finances either by standing orders or one off payments over the year
which has allowed us to fulfil our commitments re Parish Share, Clergy costs and
general insurance and electricity costs, etc. I have again paid for the cutting of the
grass at Nicholaston by using the Churchyard fund and am very grateful to the
Beynon family for continuing to do the Penmaen Churchyard free of charge. Thanks
again to Chris Hill for making the Inland Revenue Gift Aid return.
Although we have been unable to carry out any fund raising events, the Carol Singing
on the Green at Penmaen was a big success and may well be the way to go in the
future, with, perhaps, some more lighting.

It will be seen that there is money in both the Lloyd’s and HSBC accounts as I am in
the process of moving from HSBC as we are now being charged a monthly fee and a
transaction charge on these accounts.
From the Statement of Assets and Liabilities, it can be seen that as at the year end
there was £3,711 in general funds and £8,363 in the restricted Churchyard funds,
with £3,882 in the NS&I, which this year gave interest of 39 pence!
.
I thank everyone for their continued support and once again I would like to thank
Ronald Dolbear for his patience in verifying the accounts for me.
Frances Owen-John

Churches of Penmaen & Nicholaston
Income and Expenditure account for Period ended 31st

December 2021
Not
Source

Legacy
Restricted

INCOME

£

£

Church
Yard
Restrict
ed
£

Total

Total

YR 2021

YR 2020

£

£

Budge

Planned Giving

5,658

5,658

5,336

Loose Collection

1,093

1,093

938

468

468

637

20

20

0

Donations/grants
Mission
Fund Raising

180

Fees

626

180

81

1,387

209

1,780

1,780

2,234

2

2

40

527

527

332

11,115

9,808

6,273

6,273

7,660

543

543

808

Maint of Property

1,470

1,470

1,953

Maint of Services

1,075

1,075

1,078

Refunds.Tax. etc
Interest
Other
Total Income

10,354

761

761

EXPENDITURE
Parish Share
Clergy Expenses

Parish Expenses

171

171

492

Mission Parish

0

0

0

Mission Other

45

0

Fund Raising Costs

0

45
0

Gifts / Expenses

0

0

2,100

Charges

0

0

0

0

Total Expenses

9,579

0

9,579

14,093

775

761

1,536

-4,285

Movement

Churches of Penmaen & Nicholaston
STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES AT 31 DECEMBER 2021
Unrestrict
ed

Designa
ted

Restricted

Total

Total

Funds £

Funds £

2021 £
1,355

2020 £

lloyds

Funds £
1,355

HSBC

1,382

1,382

DEPOSITS
Penmaen
CYAcc

3,665

3,665

Nicholaston
CYAcc

4,698

4,698

General

974

974

NS&I

3,882

3,882

TOTAL

7,593

Movement Funds
Movement Receipts and Payments
I have examined the books and vouchers given to me in respect of
Nicholaston & Penmaen Churches and find that the above

8,363

15,956

1,536
1,536

accounts give a true and fair view of the
financial position as at
Dated 16th
31st December 2021
February
2022

ST TEILO’S BISHOPSTON WARDENS REPORT
After a quiet start to the year because of Covid restrictions, we are gradually
returning to an acceptable level of normality. We've managed to offer more services
this last year as well as continuing to stream those that have taken place. I believe
streaming of services is likely to continue as things improve, as we still have to cater
for those who are housebound and unable to attend Church services.
We have made good use of the quiet times to make repairs and updates to our
buildings thanks to a generous bequest, further work including upgrading the toilets
will be carried out over the next few months.
This coming year, sees the return of weddings at St Teilo's and we have eight
ceremonies booked, some of which having been postponed due to Covid.
As we at last look more positively towards the future and the end to all restrictions,
including the wearing of face masks our focus will be in returning to a pre pandemic
life.
We hope we will once more have fundraising events and will be able to
socialise with each other. The first event on our agenda is an event to celebrate the
Ordination of Sue Waite.
Here is looking forward to a brighter and more active year ahead.
Mike Whiffin and Sue Tercero

ST TEILO’S 2021 TREASURER’S FINANCIAL REPORT
At last we seem to be getting back to some semblance of normality as far as
socialising and how we can conduct ourselves in Church .Naturally Covid has had a

detrimental effect on our finances , however , we were able to pay our Parish share
in full due to a significant subsidy. Unfortunately we will have an increase in our
Parish share this year. Nearly 70% of our collection income was received via direct
debits and standing orders which has meant we have been receiving income
irrespective of whether Church attendance was possible , this donation method was
very important to us in maintaining our finances.
We did show almost a 6% increase in our RBCW investment fund. This is a restricted
fund which means it can only be used for capital expenses . The Church Yard has
been well maintained by Johnny our grass cutter and volunteers from the Church .
The cost amounted to £2,125,
Colin Phillips has now retired from his duties of running Gift Aid . He has been at the
helm for over 10 years and should receive a very big thank you from all at St Teilo’s
and also a medal !!! He has left everything in very good order and handed the baton
over to me. .
Mike Thomas
TREASURER’S REPORT FOR ST TEILO’S CHURCH FOR THE YEAR 2021

TOTAL

Non Restricted

Current Acc

7,792

Coif Deposit
RBCW Comm
Investment
Church Yard
Church
Alterations Fund
TOTAL
Debtors
Creditors
TOTAL ASSETS

Restricted RBCW
and Church
Alteration Fund

Restricted Church
Yard

Total 2020

Total 2021

2,207

7,792

491
31,318

491
33,161

3,489

2,909
19,267

3,489
25,677

491
33,161

25,677
8,283

58,838

3,489

56,192

70,610

8,283

58,838

3,489

56,192

70,610

ST TEILO'S CHURCH, BISHOPSTON INCOME AND
EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED
31 DECEMBER 2021
INCOME

C

Collections

EXPENDITURE

Weddings/Baptisms colleclions

9,261
2,965
11,973
195

Inland Revenue Tax Refunds
Inland Revenue Direct Refunds

3,921

Standing Orders

Collections via D/O

Dividend income

0

589

Parish Share

20,617

Repairs & Maintenance

629

Church Insurance

537
354
857

Telephone

2,590

Gas & Electricity
Chuch Supplies

Gower Magazine

300

Gower Magazine

28?

Genera) Oonations

370

Organ Insurance

420
2,125
0

Weddings & Funerals

Churchyard Fund donation
Lottery

0
1,200

Grass Cutting

CCLI
Printing & statioinery

Chs ritab)e Collections

15

Memorial Garden

45

CSerie’s Expenses

Bishop’s present

30

Christmas decorations

Glass Jar colleclion

74

Card Reader
Accountancy Fee

Excess of income over expenditure
for the yesr

33,528

20

64

1,745

29
6
258

27,943

5,585
33,528

GROUNDS ACCOUNT to 31st DECEMBER 2021
B/Fwd
PAYMENTS
KSG plmbr.

CHURCH
1409.58

ECCLIASTICAL
BEQUEST
BALANCE
1500.00
19267.62
22177.50
680.00

Carpenter

322.15
Mason

1830.00
N&P
13470.00

Carpenter
Electl.
560.00

210.00
Carpenter

1640.00
Guttering

438.00
_______________________________________________
849.58
1500.00
677.47
3027.05
RECEIPTS
N&P
150.00

990.00

Donations
C.Payne
25000.00
(Addnl Bequest)
______________________________________________________
1989.58
1500.00
25677.47
29167.05
Agreed
Mike Whiffin

BEQUEST ACCOUNTS YEAR ENDING 31st DECEMBER 2021
Balance Brought Forward.
Payments :
KSG Plumbing
Collins Carpentry
Guardian Electrical
Mariani Mason
Collins Carpentry
Collins (Guttering)
Collins (Odd jobs)

19267.62
680.00
1830.00
322.15

1640.00
210.00
13470.00
438.00
________
647.47

Receipts :
Additional Bequest
Closing Balance

25000.00

25677.47
Agreed
Mike Whiffin

EVENTS/FUNDRAISING ACCOUNT Year ending 31st December 2021
O/bal

776.30

776.30

C/bal

There was no movement on this account during the year.
Agreed
Mike Whiffin

. TEAR FUND Year ending 31st December 2021
O/Bal
Receipts

488.65
2220.00

Tear fund 12x60
Malawi Christmas Appeal
Tear Fund Appeal
Tear Fund Appeal
C/Bal

2708.65

538.65
2708.65

Agreed
Mike Whiffin

Lottery Account Year ending 31st December 2021
O/Bal

505.96

Transfer to Church

1700.00

Winners Cheques

1200.00
Recpts
625.00

C/Bal
380.96
_______
_______
2205.96
2205.96
Closing Balance per Statement
O/standing cheques

720.00
300.00
450.00
700.00

455.96
75.00
380.96
Agreed

Mike Whiffin

The Lamplighter Annual Report 2021
The Lamplighter is a Christian shop, book shop & café run by volunteers based in
Bishopston.
At the start of 2021, the Lamplighter was still closed due to Covid Restrictions. The
shop reopened after Easter 2021. By this point, Rachel Aka had stepped back from
her Coordinator role, and Cathy Davies had stepped into the breach. Many thanks
and blessings to them both for the all work that they did. I was employed on a
temporary contract from 1st November as Coordinator of The Lamplighter.
It has been uncertain times for The Lamplighter due to the owners wanting to sell
the building. The shop has now been sold and we are currently re-negotiating a lease
with the new owners. Last year shop sales amounted to £17,200* and the operating
profit was £1932* although the coordinator position was not occupied for half of the
year.

* at the time of writing these figures are provisional as they may change after
auditing
The shop continues to thrive. Christmas was an exceptionally busy time for us. As
expected, we have seen fewer numbers coming into the shop in the New Year, but
we have a steady income.
We have seen our Volunteer numbers swell with new and seasoned Volunteers
joining the team.
We have welcomed services returning to pre-covid times. Currently, Celtic
Communion is held on the second & fourth Thursday of the month. We are hopeful
that this will return to weekly meetings after Easter. The Tuesday Craft Group will
restart in March 2022, and our toddler group (Little Lamplighters) will start in April
2022.
Our Social Media numbers greatly increased in 2021, with over 730 followers. Also,
the twice weekly posts shared across Social Media have attracted over 1500 views
with each post. These posts have enabled us to become more visible within the
community.
I want to take this opportunity to thank all of those who support either through
patronage, prayers or volunteer. The Lamplighter simply could not function without
this support!
Louise Rigdon

St Teilos Church Hall
Annual Report for 2022 Vestry Meeting
Following the events of 2020, twenty-twenty-one started optimistically with
controls
and protocols relaxing and hall users returning, including children’s dance classes,
Pilates, and miscellaneous hirers. The return of some controls at the end of the year
interrupted this progress, however, things have subsequently improved, and the
long-term outlook is much more favourable, with the hall being operated under
common sense control measures including Ventilation, Social distancing, One-way
system, Sanitising, and optional Face-covering
The popular monthly Community Cinema operated monthly by the Lamplighter has
not yet restarted but Bishopston Amateur Theatre Society, is now rehearsing a
Spring comedy, One Man, Two Guvnors by Richard Bean, playing to reduced
audience’s April 1st/2nd/7th/8th/9th.
We have generated sufficient revenue to pay the hall’s annual running costs but no
surpluses to reinvest. During periods of inactivity the hall is regularly visited to monitor
condition and security. Maintenance work to be undertaken this year includes the
clearing of ground drains, cleaning facia boards & gutters and replastering internal
north wall due to damp/condensation problems.
Once again, a brief report. Hall accounts are available within annual report booklet
and as ever, I extend my thanks to my fellow committee members who have
been responsible for maintaining our valuable community facility throughout another
difficult year.
Ken Davies – for Hall Committee

Mothers Union Report.
I am pleased to report that the Mothers Union stayed strong during the Pandemic
and all the restrictions that entailed. We kept in touch with each other by any means
possible, shared news and generally kept ourselves cheerful.
By September 2021 we were able to restart our monthly meetings. It had been
decided through committee that we would meet in St Mary’s Church instead of the
small hall as we could be more spread out. We also decided that for the winter
months we would meet in the afternoons as navigating our way to and from the car
park was more difficult than from the hall .
OUR FIRST MONTH WAS ‘Getting back Together’ meeting and catching up on all
things missed. In October we had an informative talk by Cynthia Colderick and
November was supposed to have been a talk by Betty Hughes, however Betty had
fallen that day and broken her hip so instead we told one another about our
favourite things .
We celebrated Christmas at our December meeting with various and interesting
readings and by signing a few carols even if it was only a couple of verses.
We gather on the third Tuesday of each month and would welcome anyone who may
be interested either to visit or to join with us.
Barbara Morris Branch Leader

Pastoral Support at St. Teilo’s
- 2022 report
I started last year’s report with a quotation from Charles Dickens‘ novel “A Tale of
Two Cities” – “It was the best of times; it was the worst of times”. Since I wrote that
in March 2021, we are now hopeful that the best of times are ahead of us.
It has been most encouraging to see and hear how our parishioners, friends and
neighbours, have kept up their pastoral role over the past year. They have kept in
touch with a number of elderly and vulnerable church family members. Now more
than ever they need to be restored with confidence to come back to church and
meet up again with their former friends.
We have lost some of our long-standing members who have left behind grieving
widows or widowers. There are family members who will need our support over the
next months.
Pastoral support is a crucial part of ministry and if we have learnt one thing during
this pandemic it is that communication is essential for our well being. It has been a
lifeline for many. We hope that by doing the little things through acts of care and
kindness we shall be continuing pastoral support within our church family and the
wider community.
However, now that restrictions have been lifted, I am confident that our caring
members of St. Teilo’s will not only phone but, more importantly, visit these
vulnerable members to offer support and fellowship.
It is now timely to review our pastoral support and to look for ways to develop and
extend this important aspect of ministry for the future.
Ann Roberts
March 2022

Reports for the Annual Vestry Meetings 2022 From Justin Davies Ministry Area Leader
and Governing Body representative.

Governing Body
The Governing Body of the Church in Wales has continued to meet in 2021, although in
different mode than normal due to the Covid 19 pandemic. One meeting was held entirely ‘on
line’ while the second adopted a hybrid style with one day. at ICC Newport and the remaining
day ‘on line’
While every effort has been made to ensure the ‘on line’ sessions have been as engaging as
possible, inevitably the quality of debate and discussion has been lessened compared to
physical meetings.
Governing Body paid a fond farewell in April to Archbishop John who had been a member
for over 44 years and subsequent sessions were chaired by Bishop Andy John, as senior
Bishop before his election as Archbishop of Wales.
Amongst the discussion held was the instigation of 2022 to be Year of Biblical Literacy, the
continuing debate on Climate Change and legislation to introduce new material for worship
through the ‘Times and Seasons’. Under the banner of ‘Life Events’ material was introduced
to develop the ministries around Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals.
A deliberate decision was made to ensure that the Governing Body debate on the proposed
legislation for allowing the Blessing of Same Sex Marriages, was held in person at Newport.
The debate which did take place was lively and engaging. There was an evident split between
the laity who for the most part supported the motion while some members of the clergy felt
the legislation to be rushed and worth delaying for a time when same sex marriages could be
permitted in a Church. There was also concern amongst some that the Church in Wales
would be out of step with the remainder of the Anglican Communion.
The vote carried the legislation in all houses of the Governing Body and some blessings have
already taken place.

The Governing Body will meet at the ICC Newport in April and September 2022; the location
being the most suitable to ensure social distancing, adequate facilities for refreshments and
hotel facilities.
Gower Ministry Area Forum.
In 2021 the Gower Ministry Area forum has continued to meet on a monthly basis, mainly
meeting by Zoom in view of the Covid 19 regulations. The forum consists of the Ministry
Area Clergy Clergy, stipendiary and non stipendiary, Readers, and our Treasurer.
The meetings start with a time of prayer, led by one Parish, and then continue to review
finances, and key matters such as the Gower Pilgrimage Way project. The forum organised a
time of learning on Bereavement which was held at Reynoldston Village Hall.
The Gower Magazine has continued to flourish under the guidance of Rev Nigel King and his
invaluable team and is now available in physical and downloadable format. The forum played
a significant role in construction of a response to the Parish Share request from the Diocese.
And has also, with the great assistance of Peter Townsend, developed the single Gower
Ministry Area Web site which has seen a steady increase in its usage.
It ha been intended that a single Facebook site would have been constructed, and funding was
obtained from the Diocesan Mission Fund. Unfortunately finding a contractor to progress this
work was near impossible, and in light of the other projects underway the decision was taken
to drop the idea and return the grant to the Diocese.
It is pleasing to note that in 2022 the Forum can again organise a Good Friday witness based
in Reynoldston and a Churches tent at the Gower show. The buildings and grants group has
recommenced work.
Rev Justin Davies

So Where Does this lead us and where are we going?

We have come a long way since 2021 and there are still so many opportunities for us as a Benefice
here at Three Cliffs and the wider Ministry Area to explore.
There are good things happening all around us and the church has shown that it can be very much
connected to its community in times of trial and difficulty.
However now is the time for us to consider out future and possibly some words from our new Bishop
John Lomas will help us to consider these things prayerfully and realistically
Dear Friends and Colleagues,
In the first instance, may I take this opportunity to say thank you, for your kindness and many
expressions of welcome shown to both myself and the family as we make the transition from St. Asaph
to Swansea and Brecon. What appeared to us to be a daunting task has been made much easier by
your hospitality and encouragement.
These last two years have been difficult for us all in the church, I do know that as we begin to come
out of lockdown in all its many forms, hard questions will be asked of us as to our vision and purpose,
in the diverse communities which we serve across the diocese. I want to work with you in looking
forwards and together, forming an appropriate vision for the church in the light of all that we have
experienced and come through.
At the moment there are four questions percolating through the various strata of the greater Anglican
Communion. I believe these questions have also been presented to the governing body as a basis by
which we can begin to prayerfully discern a way forward.
·
What did we lose that we need to regain?
·
What have we lost that needs to stay lost?
·
What have we gained that we need to keep and build on?
·
What have we gained in the last two years that we need to let go of for the future?
In our many meetings and committees that make up the structure of our diocese could I ask you to
pray, listen and discern what you believe God is saying to us? Perhaps using these questions as a basis
for the next steps of our journey together.
+ John Swansea and Brecon

Parish of Three Cliffs
Treasurers Report 2021
The continued impact of the Covid-19 pandemic and the subsequent closure of our
churches for most of the year had a significant impact on all aspects of our daily lives
including church finances.
The 2021 Parish Share was initially set at the start of the year by the Diocesan Board
at £99,815 before being reduced to £65,878. Significant financial support measures
were again implemented with the Parish receiving support to offset the reduction in
the Parish share.
Despite significant and ongoing financial pressures, the reduced Parish Share was
paid in full prior to the year end.
Looking forward to 2022, the medium to long term social and economic
consequences of the Covid-19 pandemic remain unclear.
The 2022 Parish Share has been set at £106,118, an increase of 6.3% on 2021 figures
which has been apportioned across the Parish based on historic worshipping figures.
The financial outlook remains concerning especially given the fact that further
central grant funding to support parish share payments is unlikely to be available this
year.
The reliance on the generosity of members throughout the Parish to meet the
funding requirements continues to grow year on year.
Indeed, it is only with the continued support of the congregation that we can meet
these significant financial demands. My thanks go to each of the Parish treasurers for
their continuing help and support.

Details of the Income and expenditure incurred during 2021, together with an
indicative budget for 2022 are shown on the next page.

BENEFICE PERSONNEL & CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Revd. Canon Peter Brooks

Vicar

232928

Revd. Nigel King

Curate

233124

Revd Sue Waite

Curate

234739

Ailsa Howell

Secretary

David Williams

Treasurer

232490
0781508712
6

Carolyn Kirby

Churchwarden

233318

Katharine Wilson

Churchwarden

371615

David Ball

Lay reader

232027

Roger Burt

Safety Officer

402597

Sue Mobbs

Examiners (Audit) & Banks
Benefice
Ron Dolbear (Pennard)
Gordon Parsons (Ilston)
Ron Dolbear (Penmaen & Nicholaston)

Safeguarding Officer

234415

Barclays
Santander
Barclays
TSB Lloyds/HSBC

Lay Worship Leaders: Catherine Thomas, Eileen Thompson, Katharine Wilson
Carolyn Kirby Jinny Gilmour and Darran Hickery

Further Online Information Regarding Churches and Christian Groups
in In Three Cliffs
Websites and facebook pages
http://swanseaandbrecon.churchinwales.org.uk/

https://www.facebook.com/Gower-Ministry-Area135008573729299/
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsOfStTeilosBishopstonSwansea

https://www.facebook.com/groups/260045708530/?fref=ts (Three
Cliffs)

https://www.facebook.com/groups/397232113710170/?fref=ts
(Christians On Gower)
https://gowerma.org/ (Gower Ministry Area Website)
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